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Murder Wears an Urbane Mask
In Thriller, ‘Laura,” at Palace

By JAY CARMODY,

Murder among the urbane, the folk wno are supposed to anesthetize
their emotions with sophistication and alcohol, is almost invariably more
popular than any other kind. That is almost certain to prove true in
the case of “Laura,” which opened today at Loew's Palace, with Gene
Tierney, Dana Andrews, Clifton Webb, Judith Anderson and some other|
slick performers more commonly azsoclated with Chanel 5 than with|
bloodshed. They all are fascinating-*- s e e )
|1\-" suave in this 20th Qemur" Fo}‘-luh ‘ﬁ:nr '?"wrnl']; and D!;tn:xArlzdreJ:
version of Vera Caspary's whodunit, produced and directed by Otto Preminger,
which was praised as quite a literate | screen play by Jay Dratler. Samuel Hoffen- |

stein and Betty Reinhardt; adapted from|
}hing when it appeared in nnvel the novel by Vera Caspary. AL the Palace. |
orm

The Cast.
There is only one flaw, and that
|not a maiming one, in “Laura.”
|'That is the fundamental assump- |

Gene Tierney
Dana Andrews
Clifton Webb
Vincent Price

Lnllrn S
Mark McPherson =
Wealdo Lydecker

| Shelby Carpenter

Ann Treadwell Jualth Anderson
Itlon of the script writers that they | Bessie Clary Dorothy Adams
are making every one extremely McAvity - Jemes Flavin

| Bullitt = Clyd Fill ]
| witty, that the merest commonplace | Fred Callahan - "Ralph Dunn
of dialogue is the sort of thing that fgm’:’e Klﬁ{ﬂ_‘;h "ﬁ*.,':*}.:l,'
columnists covering the smart set -

would send winging to 6,000,000
newspaper readers tomorrow after-
noon. It is hardly true, except in
the case of Clifton Webb, an actor
|who appears to have started in
|babyhood to master the art of the

competently “lthln the limits of the
script.,

Miss Anderson is quite startlingly
removed from her old stature as
Lady Macbeth in her current cinema
assignment as the fading charmer of
“Laura,” a woman who competes
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(‘olumbia —"“An American Ro-

mance'”; 11:35 a.m., 2:05, 4:30, 6:55
and 9:20 p.m.

Earle —“Frenchman's Creek”:
11:10 a.m., 1:45, 4:20, 7 and 9: mpm
| Btage shows: 1: 15, 3:55, 6:30 and
19:10 p.m.

12:55,

E
Keith's — “None But the Lonely| :

Hearl"”; 11: aﬂ am. 2:15, 4:40, 7:10
and 9:35 p

l.utle—-"CaLherine the Great”; 11
am., 1:05, 3:15, 5:20, 7:30 and 9:40

.m.

Metropolitan — “Arsenic and Old
Lace”; 11:15 a.m., 1:50, 4:25, 7:05
and 9:40 p.m. .

Palaee — “Laura”; 11 am. 1:05,|
3:15, 5:25, 1’35nnd946pm |

Pix—"Diamond Empire”; 2, 4:40,

7:30 and 10:15 p.m. |
Trans-Lux — News and shorts, |
continuous from 10 a.m, i

|icy insult. The others too often
|seem merely to admire the art in-
|stead of having mastered it. As we

with the beautiful younger members|
of her sex by flashing a checkbook |

'm\ however, the air of excitement under the nose of the handsomest |

[that pervades the atmosphere of handy male. It is not a very testing|

{“Laura” will take care of such a role for her, obviously, but it is to

| defect. the advantage of the'picture that

ok she was willing to play fit. ‘

i | * ¥ ¥ x |

The gloss which becomes gory as  Andrews is not normally surround-
|“Laura” unfolds is to be found

ed by such lustrous plavers, but he
brings off his detective part with|
just the touch that Director Otto|
Preminger wanted. So does Vincent |
Price as the weakling whose ratal|
fascination for women is a plausible
thing at all times.

Murder, as we say, has not lnoked
50 attra:nu- in several seasons.

For the Duration
Py the Associated Press.
HOLLYWOOD.

ichiefly in its Park avenue settings
{and the people who occupy them.
The latter are primarily an arrogant
columnist, a brilliant young adver-
tisinr woman, a laconic and very
wise young detective lieutenant, and
the neer-do-well son of a once
prominent Kentucky family, It is a
slick quadrangle they make, to
which another is periodically added
in the form of a wealthy middle-
aged woman whose emotions are
distinectly erratic.

Into the somewhat jaded lives of
these brittle people comes an at-
| tractive corpse, who has been most
|unattracu\elv murdered by getling
a double load of buckshot in her|
beautiful face. Not since an ambi-
tious reporter sought to whip up ex-
citement by recording, “The nude
|body of a well-dressed man was
found floating today in the East
River,” has a murder been better
dressed than this one. |

Its columnist (Webb) is to be so
| sartorially perfect that the picture
Jclarsw. to introduce him sitting in his
bathtub turning out his next dav's
|earth-shaking revelations about the
| private lives and thoughts of his
wide circle of acquaintances. Its
heroine (Miss Tierney) is a girl who
looks as if she were the solitary cli-
|ent of Valentina, and even the hard-
| boiled detective (Andrews) is a man ALI
{to whom the haughtiest tailor could |
| point with pride,
|  Without giving away anvthing of
Miss Caspary's mystery, it may be
said that the murderer clearly is one
of the exclusive group. It is the de-
tective’s job, of course, to track them
all down. a pursuit which leads him
to some of the loveliest lairs along
Park avenue. Little old Ming vases,
trinkets from the tombs of the
Egyptian kings, clocks and other
items which would make a museum
arrogant are scattered among the
| lives of the group as a tired old oak
| scatters its leaves in October.
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Most dramatic character of the lot
is difficult to select among so many
fancy frames, but this department’s

peared from the movies, probably
for the duration. Thev are huge
microphonic devices designed to
pick up the noise of airplanes ap-
proaching at great distances so film
companies, operating outdoors,
could stop work and prevent cam-
era sound tracks from being ruined.
The Government has taken over the
last r)! 1hem for military service.
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guess is that it will be Mr. Webb
He is the epitomization of the in-
|sufferable columnist, the man who
trades insult and vilification for fa-
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(All-Subscriplion)

Creoks, Petri, Francescatti, Jepsen,

Eilman, Barilett & Roberisen, Brai-

{vors and courtesies, but he still man- ' | lewsky, All-Tchaikevsky Pregram.
ages his engaging moments in his e g X z B

I:r‘lea]iru;.': with the heroine and the | 19 SUNDAY AF’]!:‘:RNO(L\S
|detective. Palpably, Mr. Webb is one | Melchior, Moore, Milstein, Traubsl,

Zimbalist, Grainger, Nash, Kapell, All-
\\'unr Prngul.

of the slickest performers the movies
have laid their hands on in seasons,

a thing that Broadwav would have | i n oo “wi a3 o=
been glad to tell the movies years ti:.l:ﬂ “r":"‘{-n!‘_fg":ltigilg\- !‘“-Ll
B Soloist, RICHARD CROOKS, Tener

| Miss Tierney, whose stately lovell-
I ness has been her chief asset in so
many earlier pictures, is given an
opportunity to register dramatically
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|M-G-M presents the Lana you’re
‘loolnng for . ..the Lana you’ll

'love ...in a thrilling,

heart romance!
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